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Sooty Babbler, Phong Nha National Park
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This week-long custom tour - an extension to the OBC Cambodia tour – aimed to find several endemics
missed during a previous Vietnam trip. These included some only recently found at accessible sites and
the odd recently described species. 184 species were recorded but most importantly this included almost
all of our specific target species and confirms Vietnam as one of the premier birding destinations in the
Oriental region. A brief stay around the Dalat Plateau was sufficient to see our targeted Collared and
Orange-breasted Laughingthrushes, Black-crowned Fulvetta, Black-crowned Parrotbill and the star of the
show, wonderful views of Grey-crowned Crocia among a host of other near-endemics. Following a short
flight to central Annam we were soon watching a fabulous pair of the recently-discovered Black-crowned
Barwing, Yellow-billed Nuthatch, an undescribed form of Sulphur-breasted Warbler and the unique Sooty
Babbler.
Arriving in the early afternoon from Phnom Penh we spent the afternoon driving from Saigon to the old
French hill station at Dalat now re-established as a bustling holiday town. We started our birding early the
next morning reaching the forest edge at Mount Lang Biang shortly after dawn in search of our first target
bird, the notoriously skulking Collared Laughingthrush. The birds were unusually quiet with just two
parties heard but we succeeded at the first attempt with “jigsaw views” studying the bird piece by piece as
he skulked in the surrounding undergrowth calling prolifically. Higher on the mountain wind reduced bird

vocalisations considerably but the smaller understory birds didn’t seem to mind and we soon picked up
mouse-like Grey-bellied Tesia and Lesser Shortwing, ‘Annam’ Mountain Fulvetta (perhaps Indochinese Nun
Babbler would be more appropriate)- the annamensis form which has been proved to be distinct from its
Malay Peninsula counterpart, ocularis White-spectacled Warbler with its distinctive call and several smart
views of confiding Black-crowned Fulvetta, yet another distinctive recent split and another of our main
targets. A small fruiting tree was being rapidly devoured by a female Siberian Thrush, Black-headed Sibia
and Golden-throated Barbet. we also attracted a Vietnamese Cutia that perched overhead in the low
canopy for a while and two singing Blyth’s Leaf-Warbler of the southern complex were welcome, being
largely replaced by the commoner Kloss’s Leaf-Warbler lower down the slope an elevation shared with
Ashy-throated Warbler. Walking back we surprised a party of Collared Laughingthrushes but they soon got
the hump and vanished into the impenetrable scrub and our walk down through the pine forest revealed
little except annamensis Long-tailed Minivet.
One of the main reasons of returning to Dalat was to seek out Grey-crowned Crocia, a species long lost
until rediscovered in 1994. We returned to the site where Brian and Margaret had heard the species
several years ago hoping for a more successful outcome this time around. The walk down to Ta Nung was
a hive of activity as the flowering lianas drew bulbuls, sunbirds, Mugimaki Flycatcher and Rufous-backed
Sibia to a feeding party. Walking back and forth along the forest edge eventually did the trick as the
distant calls of a party of Grey-crowned Crocia soon became louder and louder until three birds flew
overhead and clambered to the top of a roadside tree allowing for fantastic scope views of the three
Crocias as they sat seemingly star-struck for over ten minutes, superb views and handshakes all round!
With another morning still planned at Ta Nung we revisited the same spot, a beautiful morning in the
valley gave us some enjoyable birding with birds flying down from the forest to feed on the flowering
bushes and lianas. Some of the highlights included Grey-cheeked Warbler, Rufous-capped Babbler,
Gould’s Sunbird, Grey-crowned Tit, Annam Barbet and great views of a single Red-vented Barbet and the
star of the show was the surprise of three Orange-breasted Laughingthrushes crossing the track,
fortunately the last bird being hesitant enough to wait to cross the road and flashing itself in the midmorning sun.
Flushed with our success around Dalat we started heading back west, stopping at Deo Nui San, a beautiful
forested pass towards the coast. We spend the afternoon and the following morning here, birding
predominantly along the road feeling relieved that the Orange-breasted Laughingthrushes had performed
so well at Ta Nung as we only managed glimpses of them here. Two other laughingthrushes certainly
forgot about their skulking nature momentarily as a Black-hooded sat out in the open and one roadside
bush seemed to be dripping White-cheeked Laughingthrushes, with a flock of over 40 being a notable
highlight. Two other reasons for visiting this area produced mixed results; scope views of a Black-crowned
Parrotbill - a recent split from the more widespread Grey-headed Parrotbill - was fantastic but despite
hearing a couple of Blue Pitta they frustrated us by refusing to come near to the road. Several feeding
flocks contained the usual suspects and the large number made for some enjoyable birding. One of our
final birds of the area before driving back to connect with our evening flight was a personal favourite,
Indochinese Green Magpie as one raucously flew back and forth around us, the field guide certainly
doesn’t do this bird any justice… shouldn’t that be Indochinese Yellow Magpie!!
Leaving Saigon we flew northeast to the coastal city of DaNang, made famous during the American War as
an American seaport. Our first port of call were the Central Highlands of Kon Tum province, an area only
explored by western ornithologists as recently as the late nineties. The original expedition to the area
produced two babblers new to science along with a whole host of new subspecies. Unfortunately much of
the area is still out-of-bounds but at least one accessible pocket of forest is just high enough to hold one
of the new species; the Black-crowned Barwing. Arriving in the mid-morning the weather didn’t look
promising with thick mist swirling around us in the often gale-force winds and occasional sprinkling of rain.
An hour trampling around vegetable gardens and rice paddies getting our walking boots muddy eventually
produced a brief snatch of noise from some nearby bushes revealed the presence of a splendid pair of
barwings. It took some time coaxing them out as they flitted from bush to bush unable to show
themselves in the heavy gusts of wind. After their attempts at hide and seek the winds calmed long
enough for these most beautiful barwings to perch side by side and produce their characteristic headbobbing display as they duetted just metres away allowing walkaway views, success!
With these under our belt before lunchtime we headed for some higher forest patches along the quickly
improving roads in the area. Our second target flew into view even before we reached the forest as a
small feeding flock passing through a couple of lone trees contained Black-winged Cuckoo-shrike, Yellowcheeked Tit then a fine pair of Yellow-billed Nuthatch, a welcome relief after missing these increasingly
difficult birds around Dalat. Carrying on up the road a raucous flock of White-winged Magpie flew into view
but as they did the mist caved in and we could no longer see the magpies despite them seemingly sitting
on bare branches nearby! We would hear and glimpse many more of this range-restricted species over the
course of the afternoon. Of particular interest in this area are the many new subspecies discovered within
the last 12 years and we managed to find a couple of particularly interesting ones during the early
afternoon including pairs of dickinsoni Coral-billed Scimitar-Babbler and kingi Black-headed Sibia showing
themselves nicely. Large feeding flocks whizzed through in the increasingly cold weather pushed down

from China, the dominant species unsurprisingly involved ‘Annam’ Mountain Fulvetta, Indochinese Yuhina,
Red-tailed and Blue-winged Siva, White-bellied Erpornis, Grey-chinned Minivet and Silver-eared Mesia,
these splashes of colour were occasionally enhanced by the presence of White-browed Shrike Babbler,
Grey-crowned Tit, Green-tailed Sunbird, Grey-cheeked Warblers and another Yellow-billed Nuthatch. A
party of three Black-crowned Barwings were also watched at length as they munched on some tasty
roadside berries at the pass, an appropriate time to turn round and call time on another excellent day.
A long drive north into Quang Binh Province eventually saw us enter the Truong Son mountain range, a
small but spectacular range formed of tall limestone karst in this still little-known region. With a couple
hours of daylight left we entered Phong Nha-Ke Bang National Park in the gathering gloom but with bird
activity surprisingly high, a flock of Ratchet-tailed Treepie proved unusually co-operative, large numbers
of Japanese Thrushes busily fed along the forest trail with a single Orange-headed Thrush glowing in the
late afternoon mist along with a fine group of female Siamese Firebacks led by a resplendent male as they
slowly sauntered through the recently cut understory. The following morning started with a dash to an
area of the park that quickly fills with tourists as the caves and grottos here are famous for the stalactites
and stalagmites. With an hour before the tourists arrived we upped our pace along the steep steps, a
Rufous-tailed Robin (the first of ten confiding individuals!) slowed our pace momentarily which was lucky
as quiet chirping emanating from the dark understory revealed some dark shapes jumping around the
limestone and vines before one flew and landed actually on the steps – Sooty Babblers! This small party of
six birds was the first of a further three groups numbering up to 26 birds in total, a real result and plenty
of excellent, close views of these slow moving babblers as they fed actually on the limestone, bamboo and
curling vines. We managed a single feeding flock just before the crowds arrived; Pin-striped Tit Babblers
and Black-browed Fulvetta predominated but a single Great Iora and Asian Stubtail were surprises, the
flock played great importance as a ‘Sulphur-breasted’ Warbler was found feeding with them. After some
persuasion the bird burst into full song revealing it to be the as yet undescribed form restricted to the
limestone karst of this area, provisionally named ‘Limestone Leaf Warbler’.
Our final destination was a single night at Bach Ma National Park, once again the weather reduced our
birding and we didn’t really get to go out until mid-morning the following day as our hunt for Hodgson’s
Frogmouth was ‘fogged out’. The mist was still heavy as we wandered along a forested trail in the
lowlands. Wondering if we could manage a full morning without seeing (or even hearing) a bird. We
eventually picked our way through the silhouettes, first a lovely pair of confiding Rufous-throated Fulvetta
then a pair of Red-headed Trogon and more Ratchet-tailed Treepies. Hesitantly we headed back to the
higher reaches of the park only to be teased by the weather as the mist came and went, a glimmer of sun
revealed a smart pair of black-crested gayeti Sultan Tits, White-gorgetted Flycatcher - a little gem, Whitebrowed Scimitar-Babbler, Fork-tailed Sunbird and finally the star of the park a Short-tailed Scimitarbabbler busy tossing leaves off the forest floor, a nice way to finish off this successful week-long hunt for
some of Vietnams hardest near-endemics.

Black-crowned Barwing, LoXo Pass

Grey-crowned Crocia, Ta Nung Valley

For information regarding our scheduled tours to Vietnam please click here. Alternatively please contact us
by e-mail regarding organising a custom tour to Vietnam.

Systematic Bird List
CICONIIFORMES: Ardeidae
Grey Heron
Intermediate Egret
Little Egret
Chinese Pond-Heron
Eastern Cattle Egret

Ardea cinerea
Egretta intermedia
Egretta garzetta
Ardeola bacchus
Bubulcus coromandus

6
7
8
9
10

FALCONIFORMES: Accipitridae
Black-shouldered Kite
Black Kite
Crested Serpent-Eagle
Black Eagle
Mountain Hawk-Eagle

Elanus caeruleus
Milvus migrans govinda
Spilornis cheela
Ictinaetus malayensis
Spizaetus nipalensis

11

FALCONIFORMES: Falconidae
Peregrine Falcon

Falco peregrinus ernesti

12

GALLIFORMES: Phasianidae
Rufous-throated Partridge

13

Siamese Fireback

Arborophila rufogularis annamensis
Arborophila rufogularis guttata
Lophura diardi

14

GRUIFORMES: Rallidae
Common Moorhen

Gallinula chloropus

15
16
17
18
19

COLUMBIFORMES: Columbidae
Red Collared-Dove
Spotted Dove
Barred Cuckoo Dove
Emerald Dove
Mountain Imperial Pigeon

Streptopelia tranquebarica
Streptopelia chinensis
Macropygia unchall tusalia
Chalcophaps indica
Ducula badia

20

PSITTACIFORMES: Psittacidae
Vernal Hanging-Parrot

Loriculus vernalis

20
21
22
23
24

CUCULIFORMES: Cuculidae
Indian Cuckoo
Banded Bay Cuckoo
Plaintive Cuckoo
Green-billed Malkoha
Greater Coucal

Cuculus micropterus
Cacomantis sonneratii
Cacomantis merulinus
Phaenicophaeus tristis
Centropus sinensis

heard only
heard only

25
26

STRIGIFORMES: Strigidae
Mountain Scops Owl
Collared Owlet

Otus spilocephalus
Glaucidium brodiei

heard only
heard only

27

CAPRIMULGIFORMES: Caprimulgidae
Grey Nightjar
Caprimulgus jotaka

28
29
30
31

APODIFORMES: Apodidae
Himalayan Swiftlet
Germain's Swiftlet
Pacific Swift
House Swift

Aerodramus brevirostris
Aerodramus germani
Apus pacificus
Apus (affinis) nipalensis

32

TROGONIFORMES: Trogonidae
Red-headed Trogon

Harpactes erythrocephalus

1
2
3
4
5

heard only
heard only

heard only

33
34
35

CORACIIFORMES: Alcedinidae
Common Kingfisher
Stork-billed Kingfisher
White-throated Kingfisher

Alcedo atthis bengalensis
Pelargopsis capensis
Halcyon smyrnensis

36

CORACIIFORMES: Meropidae
Chestnut-tailed Bee-eater

Merops leschenaulti

37

CORACIIFORMES: Coraciidae
Black-billed Roller

Coracias [benghalensis] affinis

38
39
40
41

PICIFORMES: Capitonidae
Red-vented Barbet
Golden-throated Barbet
Annam [Black-browed] Barbet
Blue-eared Barbet

Megalaima
Megalaima
Megalaima
Megalaima

42
43

PICIFORMES: Picidae
Greater Yellownape
Bay Woodpecker

Picus flavinucha
Blythipicus pyrrhotis

heard only
heard only

44
45

PASSERIFORMES: Eurylaimidae
Long-tailed Broadbill
Silver-breasted Broadbill

Psarisomus dalhousiae
Serilophus lunatus

heard only
heard only

46

PASSERIFORMES: Pittidae
Blue Pitta

Pitta cyanea willoughbyi

heard only

47
48

PASSERIFORMES: Hirundinidae
Dusky Crag Martin
Barn Swallow

Ptyonoprogne concolor
Hirundo rustica

49
50
51
52

PASSERIFORMES: Motacillidae
White Wagtail
Grey Wagtail
Paddyfield Pipit
Olive-backed Pipit

Motacilla [alba] leucopsis
Motacilla cinerea
Anthus rufulus
Anthus hodgsoni

53
54
55
56
57
58

PASSERIFORMES: Campephagidae
Large Cuckooshrike
Black-winged Cuckooshrike
Long-tailed Minivet
Scarlet Minivet
Grey-chinned Minivet
Bar-winged Flycatcher Shrike

Coracina macei siamensis
Coracina melaschistos
Pericrocotus ethologus annamensis
Pericrocotus speciosus
Pericrocotus solaris deignani
Hemipus picatus

59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68

PASSERIFORMES: Pycnonotidae
Black-crested Bulbul
Red-whiskered Bulbul
Stripe-throated Bulbul
Flavescent Bulbul
Puff-throated Bulbul
Ochraceous Bulbul
Grey-eyed Bulbul
Ashy Bulbul
Mountain Bulbul
Black Bulbul

Pycnonotus melanicterus johnsi
Pycnonotus jocosus
Pycnonotus finlaysoni
Pycnonotus flavescens sordidus
Alophoixus pallidus
Alophoixus ochraceus hallae
Iole propinqua aquilonis
Hemixos flavala remotus
Ixos mcclellandii griseiventer
Hypsipetes leucocephalus

69

PASSERIFORMES: Chloropseidae
Blue-winged Leafbird

Chloropsis cochinchinensis

lagrandieri
franklinii
[oorti] annamensis
australis cyanotis

heard only

70

PASSERIFORMES: Aegithinidae
Great Iora

Aegithina lafresnayei

71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78

PASSERIFORMES: Turdidae
Blue Rock-Thrush
Blue Whistling-Thrush
Orange-headed Thrush
Siberian Thrush
White's Thrush
Japanese Thrush
Chinese Blackbird
Lesser Shortwing

Monticola solitarius
Myophonus caeruleus
Zoothera citrina
Zoothera sibirica
Zoothera aurea
Turdus cardis
Turdus mandarinus
Brachypteryx leucophrys

79

PASSERIFORMES: Cisticolidae
Hill Prinia

Prinia superciliaris klossi

80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91

PASSERIFORMES: Sylviidae
Grey-bellied Tesia
Asian Stubtail
Mountain Tailorbird
Common Tailorbird
Dark-necked Tailorbird
Dusky Warbler
Radde's Warbler
Ashy-throated Warbler
Yellow-browed Warbler
Two-barred Warbler
Pale-legged Leaf Warbler
Blyth's Leaf Warbler

Tesia cyaniventer
Urosphena squameiceps
Orthotomus cuculatus
Orthotomus sutorius longicauda
Orthotomus atrogularis
Phylloscopus fuscatus
Phylloscopus schwarzi
Phylloscopus maculipennis
Phylloscopus inornatus
Phylloscopus plumbeitarus
Phylloscopus tenellipes
Phylloscopus reguloides ticehursti

92
93
94
95
96
97

Kloss's Leaf Warbler
'Limestone' Leaf Warbler
White-spectacled Warbler
Grey-cheeked Warbler
Chestnut-crowned Warbler
Alstrom's Warbler

Phylloscopus ogilviegranti klossi
Phylloscopus sp nove.
Seicercus affinis ocularis
Seicercus poliogenys
Seicercus castaniceps annamensis
Seicercus soror

98
99
100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109
110
111
112
113

PASSERIFORMES: Muscicapidae
Mugimaki Flycatcher
Red-throated Flycatcher
Snowy-browed Flycatcher
White-gorgetted Flycatcher
Little Pied Flycatcher
Verditer Flycatcher
Large Niltava
Hainan Blue Flycatcher
Tickell's Blue Flycatcher
Grey-headed Canary Flycatcher
Rufous-tailed Robin
Siberian Blue Robin
Oriental Magpie Robin
White-rumped Shama
Siberian Stonechat
Slaty-backed Forktail

Ficedula mugimaki
Ficedula albicilla
Ficedula hyperythra
Ficedula monileger
Ficedula westermanni
Eumyias thalassina
Niltava grandis
Cyornis hainanus
Cyornis tickelliae
Culicicapa ceylonensis
Luscinia sibilans
Luscinia cyane
Copsychus saularis
Copsychus malabaricus
Saxicola maura
Enicurus schistaceus

114

PASSERIFORMES: Rhipiduridae
White-throated Fantail

Rhipidura albicollis

115

PASSERIFORMES: Monarchidae
Black-naped Monarch

Hypothymis azurea

PASSERIFORMES: Timaliidae

heard only

heard only

heard only

116
117
118
119
120
121
122
123
124
125
126
127
128
129
130
131
132
133
134
135
136

White-crested Laughingthrush
Black-hooded Laughingthrush
White-cheeked Laughingthrush
Orange-breasted Laughingthrush
Collared Laughingthrush
Scaly-crowned Babbler
Large Scimitar Babbler
Coral-billed Scimitar Babbler
White-browed Scimitar Babbler
Short-tailed Scimitar Babbler
Eye-browed Wren Babbler
Pygmy Wren Babbler
Rufous-capped Babbler
Golden Babbler
Sooty Babbler
Grey-throated Babbler
Pin-striped Tit-Babbler
Silver-eared Mesia
Vietnamese Cutia
White-browed Shrike Babbler
Black-eared Shrike Babbler

Garrulax leucolophus
Garrulax milleti
Garrulax vassali
Garrulax annamensis
Garrulax yersini
Malacopteron cinereum indochinense
Pomatorhinus hypoleucos
Pomatorhinus ferruginosus dickinsoni
Pomatorhinus schisticeps annamensis
Rimator danjoui
Napothera epilepidota amyae
Pnoepyga pusilla annamensis
Stachyris ruficeps pagana
Stachyris chrysaea
Stachyris herberti
Stachyris nigriceps
Macronous gularis versuricola
Leiothrix argentauris
Cutia legalleni
Pteruthius flaviscapis annamensis
Pteruthius melanotis

137
138
139
140
141
142
143
144
145
146
147

Chestnut-fronted Shrike Babbler
Black-crowned Barwing
Blue-winged Siva
Red-tailed Minla
Black-crowned Fulvetta
Rufous-throated Fulvetta
Black-browed Fulvetta
Annam [Mountain] Fulvetta
Grey-crowned Crocias
Rufous-backed Sibia
Black-headed Sibia

148
149

Indochinese Yuhina
White-bellied Erpornis

Pteruthius aenobarbus indochinensis
Actinodura sodangoram
Siva cyanouroptera orientalis
Minla ignotincta
Alcippe klossi
Alcippe rufogularis
Alcippe grotei
Alcippe [peracensis] annamensis
Crocias langbianis
Heterophasia annectens exima
Heterophasia desgodinsi robinsoni
Heterophasia desgodinsi kingi
Yuhina torqueola
Erpornis zantholeuca

150

PASSERIFORMES: Paradoxornithidae
Black-crowned Parrotbill
Paradoxornis margeritae

151

PASSERIFORMES: Aegithalidae
Grey-crowned Tit

Aegithalos annamensis

152
153
154

PASSERIFORMES: Paridae
Green-backed Tit
Yellow-cheeked Tit
Sultan Tit

Parus monticolus legendrei
Parus spilonotus basileus
Melanochlora sultanea gayeti

155
156

PASSERIFORMES: Sittidae
Chestnut-vented Nuthatch
Yellow-billed Nuthatch

Sitta nagaensis grisiventris
Sitta solangiae fortior

157
158
159
160
161

PASSERIFORMES: Nectariniidae
Mrs Gould's Sunbird
Fork-tailed Sunbird
Black-throated Sunbird
Green-tailed Sunbird
Streaked Spiderhunter

Aethopyga gouldiae annamensis
Aethopyga christinae
Aethopyga saturata johnsi
Aethopyga nipalensis
Arachnothera magna

162

PASSERIFORMES: Zosteropidae
Japanese White-eye

Zosterops japonicus

163

PASSERIFORMES: Oriolidae
Maroon Oriole

Oriolus traillii traillii

heard only

heard only

heard only
heard only

heard only

164

PASSERIFORMES: Irenidae
Asian Fairy-bluebird

Irena puella

165
166

PASSERIFORMES: Laniidae
Brown Shrike
Long-tailed Shrike

Lanius cristatus
Lanius schach schach

167
168

PASSERIFORMES: Dicruridae
Black Drongo
Ashy Drongo

169
170

Bronzed Drongo
Lesser Racket-tailed Drongo

Dicrurus
Dicrurus
Dicrurus
Dicrurus
Dicrurus

171

PASSERIFORMES: Artamidae
Ashy Woodswallow

Artamus fuscus

172
173
174
175
176
177

PASSERIFORMES: Corvidae
Eurasian Jay
White-winged Magpie
Indochinese Green Magpie
Racket-tailed Treepie
Ratchet-tailed Treepie
Eastern Jungle Crow

Garrulus glandarius leucotis
Urocissa whiteheadi
Cissa hypoleuca hypoleuca
Crypsirina temia
Temnurus temnurus
Corvus [macrorhynchos] levaillantii

178
179
180
181

PASSERIFORMES: Sturnidae
White-vented Myna
Common Myna
Black-collared Starling
White-shouldered Starling

Acridotheres grandis
Acridotheres tristis
Gracupica nigricollis
Sturnia sinensis

182

PASSERIFORMES: Estrildidae
White-rumped Munia

Lonchura striata

183

PASSERIFORMES: Fringillidae
Vietnamese Greenfinch

Carduelis monguilloti

184

PASSERIFORMES: Passeridae
Eurasian Tree Sparrow

Passer montanus

macrocercus
leucophaeus
leucophaeus leucogenis
aeneus
remifer

A total of 184 species recorded including 21 species heard only

MAMMALS
Belly-banded (Pallas's) Squirrel
Cambodian Striped Squirrel

Calloscirurus erythraeus
Tamiops rodolphii

For information regarding our scheduled tours to Vietnam please click here. Alternatively please contact us
by e-mail regarding organising a custom tour to Vietnam.

